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FULL COMMITTEE HEARING ON AIR FORCE ACQUISITION PROJECT 
NO. 122, LUKE AIR FORCE BASE, ARIZ.; AIR FORCE ACQUISI- 
TION PROJECT NO. 135, WEBB AIR FORCE BASE, TEX.; AIR 
FORCE ACQUISITION PROJECT NO. 143, PALMDALE AIRPORT, 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIF.; AIR FORCE ACQUISITION PROJ- 
ECT NO. 142, HIGHLAND PINES INN, SOUTHERN PINES, N. C. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Thursday, May 21, 1958. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., the Honorable Dewey Short (chair- 
man of the committee) presiding. 

The CHairMaNn. The committee will please be in order. 

The first order of business this morning is to dispose of some real 
estate and construction projects. 

I think Mr. Cunningham has some projects to be submitted to the 
committee. 

SCUNNINGHAM. Several projects, Mr. Chairman. 

Your: Real Estate and Construction Subcommittee met on May 
8 and dj, 1953, and during those hearings considered real-estate proj- 
eets afid classified construction projects. 

Thefirst project recommended for approval is Air Force Acquisition 
No. 182 at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz. This project involved the 
acquisition of fee title for 232 acres of land for $255,450. The land is 
needef Yor the extension of a runway and other related construction. 

Air Force Project No. 135 is for the acquisition of 94 acres of fee 
and avigation easements of over 184 acres for $29,500 at Webb Air 
Force Base, Tex. This land, too, is required for runway extension and 
the easements to eliminate flight hazards. 

Air Force Acquisition No. 143 contemplates the acquisition of 159 
acres of land for $39,000 at Palmdale Airport, Los Angeles County, 
Calif. This property is needed for the erection of a sewage-disposal 
plant. 

I might say, Mr. Chairman, that this one project created some doubt 
in the subcommittee members’ minds, but in view of the number of 
acres and the small amount involved in relation to the whole project 
there, we approved it reluctantly. 

The last real-estate project is Air Force Project No. 142. This is 
a lease renewal and was selected by the subcommittee on a spot-check 
basis for consideration. It involves the renewal of a lease covering 
the Highland Pines Inn Hotel, Southern Pines, N. C. This facility 
is used for an air-ground operations school. The lease will be canceled 
when other facilities are constructed. 

We went into this, found the number of the rooms, the condition of 
the hotel, and the amount of money that is being paid for this lease, 
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and it seemed to be in order and in line with that locality for the same 
kind of facility. 

One classified Air Force construction project authorized by Public 
Law 534 was considered and approved by our subcommittee, as was 
one Army classified construction project authorized by that same law. 
The last construction project involved a request by the Air Force to 
exercise its emergency construction authority to the extent of $1.4 
million at an overseas installation. 

With respect to these last three construction projects, if any member 
of the committee wishes detailed information it will be necessary to go 
into executive session. 

The subcommittee recommends all of the foregoing real estate 
and construction projects to the full committee, and I move that the 
report be adopted. 

The Cuarrman. Might the Chair ask the gentlemen from Iowa if 
your report or recommendation is unanimous? 

Mr. CuNNINGHAM. Yes. 

The CHarrMan, On all these projects. 

Mr. CunninGHam. On all of them. 

The CHarrman. And there was only | or 2 where you had to relue- 
tantly accept them? 

Mr. CunnineGuam. Yes; we thought on that one I mentioned 
in particular, that, with the kind of land, the amount per acre was 
probably too high. 

The CHarrMAN. It is pretty high-priced land, but it is sort of a 
strategic area, and expensive area. 

Mr. CunnrneHam. What the Government has done there is en- 
hanced the value. 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, I sat in on some of these projects, but 
not all of them. 

I want to say: I am deeply impressed with the thoroughness with 
which Mr. Cunningham approaches each one of these projects. They 
have carefully reached their decisions in each case based on the facts. 
I think it is fortunate to have Mr. Cunningham as the head of this 
subcommittee. 

I approve wholeheartedly the method by which he and the sub- 
committee has arrived at his recommendations. 

The Cuarrman. The Chair subscribes to the remarks from the 
gentleman from Georgia, because it was his privilege to sit in on some 
of these hearings, and I know they have done a painstaking and a 
very careful and thorough job on it. 

Without objection, these projects will be approved. 

Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. Ketiexer. Mr. Chairman, the Air Force has made request 
for permission to exercise its emergency construction authority to 
the extent of $2.9 million at Warner Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 

The CuarrmMan. Where they had the serious cyclone. 

Mr. Keviener. Yes, sir. 

A tornado struck that base on April 30, 1953, and destroyed or 
damaged buildings and surface utilities in all categories. Some 24 
buildings were completely destroyed, and 36 buildings were damaged 
from 25 percent to 75 percent. 

Although a large number of aircraft are stored at this base, none 
was damaged. All in all, the total damage was roughly estimated at 
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$50 million, which includes damage to or destruction or spoilage of 
materiel stored in warehouses or in open storage. 

The sum of $655,000 in maintenance and operation funds were made 
immediately available for salvage work and repair to roof and win- 
dows of the buildings less seriously damaged. The authorization 
which is the subject of this request is Public Law 155, the second last 
public works law. 

The pertinent language in that act is “for restoration or replace- 
ment of facilities damaged or destroved.”’ It is estimated that new 
construction of facilities to replace those buildings totally destroyed 
will total $2.9 million. 

If you, Mr. Chairman, or the members, would like to go into detail 
about it, General Wray, Deputy Director of Installations, Air Force, 
is here. He personally surveyed the damage done there the day after 
it happened. 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make this statement: 

I was back in Georgia when this tornado swept through Warner 
Robins. 

The CHAIRMAN. I must say the members of this committee were 
worried a little about you. 

I am glad it didn’t hit Milledgeville. 

Mr. Vinson. A part of it did hit the county, but not Milledgeville 
I went over there and inspected the damage that this tornado did 
One can hardly conceive of the destruction a tornado causes. It 
blew down 24 big buildings and damaged 27 buildings and three or 
four hundred houses. And they are out in the open with miles and 
miles of the very finest equipment, that are not housed. That was 
damaged considerably. 

So I think we are clearly warranted in trying to restore these ware- 
houses as quickly as possible, and to make this money available 

The CuarrmMan. The quicker we do it, the cheaper it will be. 

Mr. Vinson. Why, certainly. 

Mr. Rivers. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman? 

Doesn't the armed services, in each branch, retain some sort of 
contingency appropriation for matters of this kind? 

Mr. Vinson. We did in 1 or 2 acts of this Congress, and that is where 
this money is coming from now. So out of $30 million for this kind, 
the bulk of this is overseas—— 

Mr. KeLLEHER. $26 million overseas, and $10 million Zone of 
Interior in Public Law 155. 

Mr. Rivers. The expenditure requires the approval of this com- 
mittee each time. 

Mr. Vinson. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. think we are all sympathetic. 

We regret the damage done. Weare glad to help out. 

Without objection, we will approve the expenditure. 

Mr. Kinpay. We finally have an act of God. 

Mr. Rivers. It does take an act of God, sometimes, to get a 
decision out of these departments. 

The Cuatrman. All right. 

Go to your next project. 

Mr. Ketiener. The Army also has a request before the committee 
for permission to use its emergency construction authority. On 
April 1 of this vear the committee authorized the exercise of this 
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authority to the extent of $45,000 for the restoration of the chapel 
at Valley Forge General Hospital, which was gutted by fire on January 
29, 1952. ‘The estimate of $45,000 appears to have been overly opti- 
mistic, since open competitive bidding indicates the cost will approxi- 
mate $57,500, and the Department requests permission to exercise 
this authority to the additional extent of $12,500. 

The CuairmMan. Without objection, it is ordered, 

Is that all you have? 

Mr. Kevueuer. Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, at 10:15 a. m., the committee proceeded to further 
business. ) 
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